
	

8th Grade Science 2018/19 
Schoology Gradebook 
Scores for many tasks, homework assignments, and all assessments are posted online to a 
gradebook in each students Schoology account. Parents have the option to also view this using an 
access code. It is important that you check scores and comments at least once a week to make 
sure you take advantage of opportunities to: revise and resubmit work (by invitation only); apply 
feedback to future work; turn in assignments marked as “0 missing” within one week of their due 
date. In addition, you can calculate your current grade by totaling up the 3 cumulative scores 
under “Summative Grades”, that I enter manually and update at least once a week. 
 

Achievement Grade  =  Total Points Earned   x 100  (convert to letter grade using standard curve) 
          Total Possible Points 

 
Projected Make-up of Term 1 Achievement Grade 

 
1) Homework (averages only 2 nights a week, not including studying) 100 pt    
2) Quizzes/Project/Test (all low scores may be raised up to 80%) 

PS3 (How Will It Move?) Quiz         50 pt 
Quiz- Experimental Design, Measurement & Data Analysis    50 pt  
PS3 Unit Test        100 pt  
Project: Egg Zip Line Team Challenge      100 pt  
 

3) Skills (scores earned in later half of term weighted more)   100 pt 
        Total Points = 500 pt 
 
Report Card Grades  
Please refer to the following descriptions that correlate with each letter grade or score earned for: 
Achievement, Effort, and Citizenship. As you reflect upon your own scores-to-date and your 
desired outcome, think about these descriptions and the extent to which effort, study habits, 
seeking help outside of class, and realistic expectations are matching the desired outcome.  
 

** Science Achievement Grade ** 
B = Over the term, your work was generally well done, complete and frequently on time.  
Progress in learning is evidenced by improved scores with continued practice and topic 
development. Test and quiz scores averaged 82-86%, with any low scores being raised by 
submitting corrections. Homework was done consistently and most often met expectations. 
Performance on all other work was consistently approaching or meeting grade-level standards 
for learning objectives. Skill scores (some 2’s, but mostly 3’s) showed you were making progress 
over time in important aspects of being a science student such: keeping a thorough science 
notebook, using a variety of scientific models, writing scientific explanations, measuring and 
analyzing data, designing experiments, and note-taking from a text-book. Although work at 
times contained errors, you often demonstrated attention to detail and retention/application of 
prior learning and the traits of an independent learner (i.e. reflective, strategic, and self-
advocating). This is the course grade that absolutely is attainable to anyone able to put in a 
reasonable amount of effort both inside and outside of the classroom. 



	

 
A = Over the term, you were routinely highly-engaged and invested in learning. Your work was 
consistently excellent and above grade-level performance. This was evidenced by: 1) a test and 
quiz average > 89%; 2) skills scores (mostly 4s) that reflect you were using feedback on 
classwork and tools to progress towards meeting the highest standards; 3) writing scores 
averaged 3.5 or higher; 4) homework was consistently on time and especially thorough. More 
generally, when class and lab work, homework, presentations, and participation during team and 
class discussions are measured against learning objectives for each content/skill area, your work 
and thinking routinely exhibit a high degree of accuracy, proficiency, and depth of 
understanding.  Work was always on time and showed attention to detail, independence, 
integration of previously learned material, and application of target knowledge. Proficiency with 
regard to science literacy standards has been readily demonstrated in areas of reading 
comprehension and written and oral communication skills.  
 
C = Quality of work and performance on assessments was often more inconsistent in terms of 
completion, accuracy, and timeliness, but over time you showed rudimentary understanding of 
the primary, more basic goals and learning objectives of the curricula. In general, you frequently 
struggled to function as an independent, active learner and only occasionally took advantage of 
the available supports that would have helped you to be more successful.   
 
D = You did not meet minimal expectations for completion of work despite extensions and 
chances for revision.  Performance was consistently poor and/or showed minimal understanding 
of the principal learning objectives.  You did not follow through with study sessions, 1:1 time 
with teachers, or make effective use of class and after-school help and/or tutorials.  Your 
participation in class was passive with little ownership or investment in your learning. 
 
F = Poor performance overall throughout the semester despite interventions.  Low quality is 
evident in your class work, homework, and on formal assessments and observation during 
opportunities for team and class participation.   
 
 

** Science Effort Grade ** 
This grade is feedback regarding the extent to which each student has worked to their potential 
relative to individualized goals rather than standardized objectives.  This grade is based on the 
fundamental assumption that with adequate effort, over time, students should show relative 
growth in the areas of content knowledge, scientific process skills, application of critical thinking 
skills, behavior, attitude and work habits.    
 
A= You took full responsibility for your learning, persisting in the face of personal and/or 
academic challenges, and pushed yourself to invest adequate time and energy to ensure your 
relative success and growth.  Your Achievement Grade either exceeds or is in accordance with 
your individual learning profile as evidenced by the grades you earned in sixth and seventh grade 
science. All goals in areas needing improvement were met over the course of the term. 
 
  



	

B = You took ownership of your learning and showed solid investment and output although there 
were one or more specific areas that could have used more attention.  Your Achievement Grade 
showed growth in accordance with your individual learning profile, and it is possible that your 
performance would improve with attention to specific issues such as organization, time 
management, study habits, test preparation, after-school support, and/or homework.  Goals for 
improvement have usually been identified but not yet fully met. 
 
C= You either in general were functioning just below your full potential, or your effort was more 
inconsistent (at B level, but only 40-60% of the time).  Typically, you were not taking enough 
personal responsibility for basic student tasks and were frequently choosing not to invest time 
and energy to ensure your success and growth.  For you, it is highly certain that improved effort 
would result in a higher Achievement Grade.  For any student with a C (or lower) for Effort, it is 
important that the student, teacher, and family work together so that manageable goals can be 
determined and prioritized in order that more effective progress in class can be realized. 
 
D/F= Same as description for C, except the student struggled and functioned well below their 
potential for the majority of the term despite interventions.  
 

** Science Citizenship Score ** 
This score reflects how well you met expectations for behavior, team work, and academic 
integrity in the classroom throughout the term as follows: 
 
4---You consistently were helpful and respectful to others in classroom. You had a positive 
attitude in class and showed strong leadership skills on your teams. 
 
3—You usually were helpful and respectful to others. You often had a positive attitude and 
showed emerging leadership skills when working on a team. 
 
2—You sometimes were disrespectful or a disturbance to self and others in the classroom, and/or 
you frequently failed to contribute productively to the team without being prompted.   
 
1—You frequently were disrespectful or a disturbance to self and others in the classroom, and/or 
you required daily prompting to participate in discussions and activities. 
 
 
  



	

Placement Considerations for 9th Grade Science at CCHS 
 

• If a student earns an Achievement Grade of A- or A for term 1 and throughout the 
months of December and January, that will constitute meeting most of the criteria set by 
CCHS for placement into an Honors level science class (i.e. accelerated pace, more in-
depth content, college-level textbook, tested on material not taught in classroom, bigger 
homework load). Additionally, there is a logic & reasoning assessment that will be given 
in science class before course selection in February. Students fully-qualified in all areas 
will have a choice between Honors Earth Science and Honors Biology, with the 
expectation that term 3 grades will also follow suit.  

 
• If a student earns an Achievement Grade of B or lower for term 1 and throughout the 

months of December and January, and their score on a separate logic & reasoning 
assessment is 7 or lower, then CCHS considers that as strong evidence the student is best-
suited for the College Prep (CP) level of science. This is the level of science class that 
historically 40% of Carlisle students take in grade 9. The only CP level class offered to 
9th graders at CCHS is Earth Science. CP Biology is only open to 10th graders. 
 

• Students earning an Achievement grade of B+ (or mixed grades) for term 1 and 
throughout the months of December and January, are typically meeting many but not all 
criteria set by CCHS for Honors level science. In that case, the high school allows teacher 
recommendation and student/family choice into Honors Earth Science, but not Honors 
Biology. Although Honors Biology is NOT more rigorous (from the perspective of 
college-applications), at CCHS it is taught sequentially at a 10th grade level, with a class 
make-up of mostly 10th graders. Since most 8th graders in the B+ grade range do not yet 
have fully developed student skills in place, they are not as successful as they could be if 
they put Biology off one more year. The high school has seen that it is these students that 
have the lowest scores in Honors Biology, showing in hindsight they would have 
benefitted from building the foundational science skills taught in 9th grade Earth Science 
classes. Also, students taking Honors Biology in 9th grade are most likely looking to 
place into Honors Chemistry as a 10th grader. However, any students not meeting all 
criteria for that placement (including an Algebra-based Math assessment) are re-routed 
back to Honors Earth Science to give math and science skills another year to develop, and 
that means they are taking it with 9th graders, not 10th graders. As this is less than ideal, 
CCHS Science Department has set this particular policy to avoid this situation.  
 

• More information will be forthcoming on the topic of science curricula and course 
selections at CCHS as the time draws nearer. For sure, it can be confusing to understand 
why some honors-level students would even want to skip Earth Science given the 
recommendation that students in high school are best-served taking four full years of 
science, broadly represented in the courses: Earth Science, Biology, Chemistry, and 
Physics. Many families have found it extremely helpful to refer to the online CCHS 
course selection book and to attend the seminar offered by the CCHS Science 
Department Chair, Dr. Michael Vela, right around the time of first parent open house in 
Jan/Feb time frame. In the meantime, know that both Kim Reid and myself are available 
to discuss questions and concerns regarding this process. 


